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% M Text of the First Office Action 



As shown in the Description, the present application relates to an identification 
barcode assigning method, an identity verifying method, an identification barcode 
assigning device, an identity verifying device and a portable terminal device. Upon 
examination, the Examiner gives the following comments: 

1. Claims 1-18 relate to an identification barcode assigning method and an identity 
verifying method using a barcode. Although these methods are implemented in 
an automation system, the final object or effect of the invention is to assign an 
identification barcode to an identification requester, no matter what technical 
means the present invention may employ. It is not a technical object or technical 
effect. Accordingly, the subject matters of the claims fall within the scope of 
rules and methods for mental activities under Article 25, Paragraph 1 (2) of the 
Chinese Patent Law, and thus are not patentable. 

2. Independent claim 19 lacks inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. Dl (CN 121 6842 A) discloses a digital encrypted barcode 
anti -counterfeit method and an identification system therefor. The system 
comprises a receiving means, a barcode generating means, a database and a storing 
means (see Fig. 7 and Page 3, lines 1-14 of Dl). Claim 19 differs from Dl 
merely in that the system in claim 1 9 performs an identification barcode assigning 
method and an identity verifying method. This distinguishing feature, however, 
is not a technical feature and does not make inventive contribution to the prior art. 
Therefore, claim 19 lacks inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

3. The additional technical features of dependent claims 20-22 are common 
knowledge and obvious to those skilled in the art. Therefore, claims 20-22 do not 
possess any prominent substantive feature or notable progress and lack 
inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

4. Independent claim 23 lacks inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. Dl discloses a digital encrypted barcode anti-counterfeit 
method and an identification system therefor. The system comprises a receiving 
means, a barcode generating means, a database, a storing means and a checking 
means (see Fig. 7 and column 3, lines 1-14 of Dl). Claim 23 differs from Dl 
merely in that the system in claim 23 performs an identification barcode assigning 
method and an identity verifying method. This distinguishing feature, however, 
is not a technical feature and does not make inventive contribution to the prior art. 
Therefore, claim 23 lacks inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

5. The additional technical features of dependent claims 24-26 are common 
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knowledge and obvious to those skilled in the art. Therefore, claims 24-26 do not 
possess any prominent substantive feature or notable progress and lack 
inventiveness under Article 22 5 Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

6. The technical solutions of claims 27-29 do not make inventive contribution to the 
prior art as compared with the system disclosed in Dl. Therefore, claims 27-29 
lack inventiveness under Article 22, Paragraph 3 of the Chinese Patent Law (see 
the above comments on claim 19 for details). 

For the reasons mentioned above, the present application is not patentable. 
Moreover, no other substantively patentable contents are disclosed in the Description. 
Therefore, even if the applicant recombines the claims and/or further defines them in 
accordance with the Description, the application has no possibility of being patented. 
The application will be rejected if the applicant fails to provide persuasive arguments 
within the specified time limit. 
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NOTIFICATION OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



(for Entry of an International Patent Application into the National Phase) 

1. IZIApplicant made the request for substantive examination. In accordance with the provisions of 

Paragraph 1 of Article 35 of the Patent Law, the Examiner has proceeded with the examination as to 
substance of the above-identified patent application for invention. 
□ In accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 2 of Article 35 of the Patent Law, the Patent Office 
has, on its own initiative, decided to proceed with the examination as to substance of the same. 

2. EJApplicant claims 

May 2, 2000 , when the previous application was filed with JP , as a priority date; 

, when the previous application was filed with , as a priority date; 

, when the previous application was filed with , as a priority date. 

3. □ The amendment submitted on , do not meet the requirement of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

□ For the reasons indicated in the text of this Action, the following documents submitted have been 
rejected under Article 33 of the Patent Law: 

□ The Chinese translation of the annex to the international preliminary examination report; 

□ The Chinese translation of the amendments under Article 19 of PCT; 

□ The amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT; 

Please refer to the text of the OA in which the specific reason for refusing to accept the amendments is 
stated. 

4. 0The application has been examined on the basis of the translation of the originally filed 
international application; 

□The application has been examined on the basis of the following documents: 

□ Description, pages , as in the translation of the originally filed international application; 

pages , as in the translation of the annex to IPER; 

pages , as in the amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT; 

pages , as in the amendments under Rule 51 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 
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□ Claims, No. , as in the translation of the originally filed international application; 

No. , as in the translation of the amendments under Article 19 of PCT; 

No. , as in the translation of the annex to IPER; 

No. , as in the amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT; 

No. , as in the amendments under Rule 51 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

□ Drawings, sheets , as in the translation of the originally filed international application; 

sheets as in the translation of the annex to IPER; 

sheets , as in the amendments under Article 28 or 41 of PCT. 

sheets , as in the amendments under Rule 51 of the Implementing 



Regulations. 

5. G3The following references are cited in the notification. The codes of the references will be used in 
further examination procedures: 



Code 


Reference No. or Title 


Publication Date 
(or Filing Date of a Conflicting Application ) 


1 


CN1216842A 


May 19, 1999 


2 






3 






4 







6. Conclusive opinion: 

□regarding the Description 

□ Its content belongs to the scope of Article 5 of the Patent Law, which cannot be granted. 

□ It is not in conformity with the provisions of Paragraph 3 of Article 26 of the Patent Law. 

□ It is not in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□the presentation manner of the Description is unconformity with Rule 18 of the Implementing 
Regulations of the China Patent Law. 



IZI regarding the Claims: 

□Claims do not possess novelty under Paragraph 2 of Article 22 of the Patent Law. 

BClaims 19-29 do not possess inventiveness under Paragraph 3 of Article 22 of the Patent 
Law. 

□ Claims do not possess practical applicability under Paragraph 4 of Article 22 of the Patent 

Law. 

□Claims do not meet the requirements of Paragraph 4 of Article 26 of the Patent Law. 

EClaims 1-18 belong to the scope of Article25 of the Patent Law, which cannot be granted. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirements of Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirement of Paragraph 1 of Rule 13 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the China Patent Law. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirement of Paragraph 1 of Rule 2 of the Implementing 

Regulations of the China Patent Law. 

□ Claims do not meet the requirements of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing Regulations of the 

China Patent Law. 

Please refer to the text of the Action in detail for the above. 



7. Based on the above conclusive opinion, the Examiner points out that 

□ applicant should amend the application documents according to the requirements of the text of 
the Action. 

□ applicant should state the reason that the application may be granted a patent right in the 
observation and amend the application documents according to the teaching of the text of the 
Action, otherwise the application may not be granted. 
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0 no substantive contents to be granted are presented in the application. If applicant does not 
submit his observation or the observation is not reasonable, the application will be rejected. 
□ 

8. The following items shall come to applicant's attention: 

( 1 ) According to Article 37 of the Patent Law, applicant should submit his observation within __4 
months from the date he receives the notification. If, without any justified reasons, the time limit for 
making a response is not met, the application will be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

( 2 ) The amendments to the application documents should meet the requirements of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law. The amended documents should be submitted in two copies and the amending manner 
should comply with the relevant regulations of the Examination Guide. 

( 3 ) The observation and / or amended documents should be mailed to or submitted directly to the 
Receiving Section of the Patent Office, and no other submissions have legal effects. 

( 4 ) Applicant and / or attorney may not have a meeting with the Examiner unless an appointment has 
been made in advance. 

9. The text of this Action consists o f 2 page, including the following annexes: 
□the cited references page(s), copy(ies). 

□ 
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